










We Gather With a Gratef ul Heart—October 15, 2023 
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Save The Date, October 13, 2024 
 Diamonds & Denim  

Sisters & Associates Sang A  Beautiful  Blessing 
Before our Meal 
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Cathy Eckart ‘60 and Mary 
Grimes ‘65—  Create our 
Centerpieces.  Cathy also 
makes the beautiful bows 
and Mary is our Secretary! 

Class of ‘73 Winners with Prizes won! 

 
At Left:  Class of 1948 & 
1949—Rosemary Wilcox 
Conlon ‘48, Sister Bernardin 
Deutsch,’49 Margaret Hoh-
ner Franzen ‘49 & Sister 
Winifred Whelan ‘49 

     
 

We Gather With 
Grateful 
Hearts 

October 15, 2023 

    Save the Date 
       Diamonds  
            & 
          Denim 
 
October 13, 2024 
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School Sisters of St. Francis Donation Form 
 
Please Print 
 
Your Full Name__________________________________________________ Your Class Year____________ 
   
Your Address______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
City, State, Zip_________________________________________________      Phone____________________ 
 
Please apply my donation to:     SSSF Ministries $_________Retirement Fund  $__________ 
 
This donation is “In Honor of” (Live person/s)_____________    “Memory of” (Deceased person/s)_________ 
 
Full Name of Honored or Memorialized Person/s: 
 
________________________________________________________Class Year (if Alvernia Alum)_________ 
 
Check Payable to School Sisters of St. Francis 
 
Mail to:   Alvernia Alumnae Association 
     c/o Pat Grimes 
     3260 Rockwell Circle 
     Mundelein, Il 60060 

 
Have you moved?  Are you moving soon?  Have you cancelled your Landline and only have a Cell Phone now?         
Maybe you changed your email address or your last name? 
 
The Post Office does not forward bulk mail.   
 
You might know an alum who would like to receive the Newsletter.  Please use the form below for any updates. 
 
Fill in the information below (please print) and mail or email to: 
 
Judy Skotzko—jskotzko@outlook.com, 5306 W. Carmen Avenue, Chicago, IL 60630-2224 
 
First Name___________________Maiden Name____________________Last Name___________________ 
 
Address_______________________________________________________________  Class____________ 
 
City________________________________State__________________Zip_______________ 
 
Telephone___________________________email_________________________________ 

 
 
He sends you flowers every spring.  He sends you a sun-
rise every morning.  He walks with you through your day 
and paints a glorious sunset for you in the evening.   
 
He treats you to the songs of birds, the laughter of chil-
dren, the joy of  friends.  Whenever you want to talk, He 
listens.  
 
 

 
 

He can live anywhere in the universe, but he chose...your 
heart.  Face it friend,  He loves you! 
 
God didn’t promise days without pain, laughter without 
sorrow, sun without rain, but He did promise strength for 
the day, comfort for the tears, and light for the way. 

Gifts of God 



Class News  
 

Class of 1958    This past September, the Class of ‘58 gathered at Cucina Biagio in Harwood Heights, IL to celebrate 
their 65th reunion.  We enjoyed a lot of laughs and good memories!  Twenty-nine classmates were in attendance repre-
senting five states!  Our Class is pleased to make a donation to the School Sisters of St. Francis in the amount of 
$805.00.  Plans are in the works to gather as a group to celebrate our 85th Birthdays in 2025 with another luncheon. 
 
Update on our class:  277 in our class, 12 are LOST, 79 are DECEASED.  A reminder to notify Kay Severa Merkle  - 
708-457-1483 or MaryKMerkle@gmail.com if you change locations (downsize, senior living, etc) or change your 
phone number or email address.  We don’t want to lose you at this stage of the game. 
 
Class of 1961  It is always so fulfilling to have good friends sharing such wonderful memories and some things that 
only dear friends can empathize with. Maryellen and I enjoyed volunteering early selling raffle tickets, enjoying the all 
over comradery of attendees.  Maryellen is well and happy her husband, Tom, successfully finished his cancer radiation 
treatment.  My family is well and I have been granted patience in living with my husband’s dementia.  We are lucky to 
have more happy days than bad days. 
 
Please mark your calendar and consider joining us next year on October 13, 2024.  We are all octogenarians now 
and cannot afford to miss such a great time. 
 
Carol Glanz and Carol Hausheer were not able to take their vacation this year and are wondering where and when to 
“maybe” go next.  Pat Dziedzic is doing well and is continually surprised that her son is an expert with computers 
though she does not want anything to do with new technology, including email!  Sister Karen Ramey is doing well and 
was happy to leave with the table prize.  Kay did some traveling this year, including a trip to Washington DC.  It 
brought back memories of her first trip with our Alvernia classmates and Sister Michael Mary.  She learned from the 
first trip to plan on all types of weather.  At 16 she packed sweaters and heavy wool skirts, and of course she had to 
wear “nylons”.  She doesn’t think it went below 80 degrees the whole time.  Joan Kuersten shared that her husband 
passed away in August after a long battle with cancer. She and I went out for a beer and talked for another hour follow-
ing the luncheon.  Barb shared that she had a nice time, even if our group was small.  My life now is mostly looking 
after my 4-1/2 yr old grandson.  He keeps me young; playing games and crawling around on the floor.  I spent a week at 
Disney World with family and happy to have been able to see my grandson enjoying all his new experiences. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

     Continued page 11  10 Peg & Sister Karen 

Kay, Carol  B, Pat, Carol H.  
Carol Glanz 

Front L-R  Joan Glotzbach Kuersten, Peggy Anderson 
Smykowski, Barbara Godzich Peters, Carol Leonard Bullis, 
Mayellen Pickens McCants, Carol Hummel Hausheer, Sister 
Karen Ramey 
Back Row L-R  Pat Weber Dziedzic, Kay Lesperance 
Schmidt, Carol Guligowski Glanz, Pat O’Neill Kerrigan. 

Standing L-R  Peggy, Maryelllen, Pat, 
Kay, Carol 
Seated:  Barbara, Joan 
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Class of 1963  On October 14th, 28 members of the Class of 1963 gathered at The Great Escape Restaurant for a 
“Meet and Greet”.  The occasion was celebrating our 60th Reunion.  It was a simple get together providing an oppor-
tunity to catch up on one another’s lives and reminisce the “old days”.  Classmates came from “shore to shore” - Cali-
fornia, Florida, Connecticut and places in between. We remembered those who were unable to join us and honored 
those who have passed away.  Some individual contributions as well as the balance of funds collected for the event al-
lowed us to forward a modest contribution to the School Sisters of St. Francis Retirement Fund.   
 
It was obvious that the SPIRIT OF ALVERNIA remains alive and well in the hearts of it’s graduates. 
                                                                                                                                              Jackie Brennan ‘63 

 
HAPPY 2024 New Year Class of 1966 

“ Let Us Take A Stand & We Will Move The Earth” 
In 1964 (which seems like yesterday) we were able to make many big changes to our teenage lives, while we entered 
the 2nd semester of our sophomore year. 
 
Remember When?  
The majority of us turned “Sweet Sixteen” and  it seems like yesterday when many of us were able to: 
 
1. Be hired for our 1st part time job. 
2 .Learn to drive a car, get our license & maybe have the use of the family car every so often. 
3. Find that 1st special someone & go on a 1st date. 
4. Make new friends inside & outside of school and hopefully you have maintained those friendships. 
5 .The following goes with what we learn as we grow up.. 
becoming more responsible, learning to manage the money we have earned, helping our parents & siblings in anyway 
we can. 
6. By the end of our sophomore year we might decide on what we want to be when we grow up, Who Really Wants to 
Grow Up? 
7. Our losses during this time…goes with the territory by losing a parent, sibling, grandparent, aunt, uncle, cousin, 
friend or that special friend. 
 
Always Remember our Beautiful Guardian Angels. I know they are with us: 
Frances Abfall, Pat Berg, Linda Bioli, Babette Bolton, Judy Cacioppo, Pat Chidester, Kathy Ferbos, Susan Halter, 
Virginia Hemmer, Kathy Hogan, Margaret Homan, Judy Irwin, Linda Jacobson, Linda Jaskiw, Rosemary Johncola, 
Sandy Kowynia, Linda Lazzerini, Carol Maly, Chris Matulis, June McGill, Pat McNeill, Carol McVerry, Susan Miel-
ke, Pat Novak, Barb O’Brien, Harriet Piasecka, Kathy Renz, Diane Rogers, Lynda Rosch, Susan Rudolph, Rita 
Russnak, Lynn Schaffhausen, Bernadette Schlax, Anne Schmidt, Susan Stockmal, Susan Ventrelli, Dorothy Williams. 
 
Hope to see you soon.  Please remember to send in the Newsletter form with your $25.00 dues.to help defray the cost 
of printing/distributing the Alvernia Alive.  Please note that you are now able to pay using Zelle.  (Form on page 2)  If 
you need any information, please get in touch with me. We also have a Facebook Page -Alvernia Class ‘66. Please join 
us. God Bless & Have a Wonderful Year!  
 
Class Rep:  Susan Mindak Ellinger, 773-469-3015, sellinger9@aol.com, 6116 N Nettleton Ave, Chicago, IL 60631 

 
DOUBLE NICKEL ANNIVERSARY – 55 – CLASS OF 1968 
 
Our class still enjoys being with each other even after all these years. We had a gathering of about 50 women on the 
day before the Annual Alumnae Association Luncheon. Our classmates from far and near were able to come, Califor-
nia, Arizona, Florida and Chicago area. We met at Moretti’s in Morton Grove and had a wonderful buffet luncheon. 
The afternoon was spent sharing memories, swapping stories of days in the hallowed halls and finding what our lives 
are like now as many have retired, have grandchildren and go on awesome trips throughout the world. We also re-
member those of our class who have gone before us. A smaller group of about 24 were able to be present on Sunday 
at the Cotillion.  
 
We always say we should gather each year, so maybe we can get pizza next October. In the meantime, we stay con-
nected on Facebook, at our Alvernia Breakfast Club on the first Saturday of the month and through the many friend-
ships we have made.       (See picture on page 12)                                                                               Lois De Felice 



.                                                                      Class of 1968 
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Class of 1973                                    50th Reunion Reflections 
 
Linda Burgess Hehir—” loved my high school years. Remember so many great times.  I made a lot of wonderful 
friends, many I still see.  I just wish our young people could have such happy memories of their high school years.” 
 
Jeanne Cecchin Fec—”I have achieved a couple of successes in my last 50 years: (1) celebrated 45 years of marriage 
with the same guy! (2) brought an amazing young lady into this world (3) had two very different careers—a few years 
as a corrections officer at Cook County Jail and a much longer career as a marketing consultant (4) re-found my faith 
and opened new doors in my heart.” 
 
Connie Doherty Hickey—”It is always nice to reconnect with our past friends and fellow students.” 
 
Patricia Durkin Byrne George—”The 50th has been great!!! So good to see all of you.  Enjoying live in Minneso-
ta—2 children, 3 grandchildren and 4 granddads.  Life is good!!!” 
Kathleen O’Connor Casey—”Lifetime friendships!”. 
 
Caryn Olofson Szejka—”I was blessed to meet so many wonderful young women and have been fortunate to keep 
many as friends throughout my life.” 
 
Nancy Olsen Manion—”Met the best friend for life!” 
 
Monica Rydzinski—Shared a lot of memories: 
• Playing spit (card game) in the Sophomore lounge. 
• Riding my bike to Alvernia and parking it in the courtyard. 
• Running for class treasurer freshman year (I lost). 
• Our senior class trip to England. 
• Singing a Christmas Carol in the front of the classroom for Freshman Spanish class. 
• Hanging out on the cafeteria stage. 
• Seniors trying to sell us the swimming pool pass when we were Freshman. 
 
Jeanne Szatkowski Carr—”I am so grateful for my 4 years at Alvernia!  It was such a fun time.  Hard work but chal-
lenging, fun and very open minded in how we were taught.  Met my HS best friend (Joanie Sacco) the first day of 
school and by senior year, after all the dances, theatre, sport activities, 1/2 day adventures etc. I felt like our whole 
class of ‘73 was a  cohesive group of good friends.” 
 
Marianne Tuchscherer Harding—Our class loved to dance in the cafeteria.  Then we’d go to the senior lounge 
where they had a TV to catch up on some soap operas.  Remember the 4th floor study hall but we didn’t really 
‘study’.” 
         Continued on page 13 



L-R Bottom Row: Jeanne Szatkowski Carr, Joanie Sacco Fantozzi, Jamie Gooding Skoda, Debbie Hauser Lapi, Vicki Dombrowski Maxwell, 
Cathy Bowman Ganson 
Row 2:  Holly Orabut Farrell, Madeline Ehrhardt, Pam Sacco Lusczcyk, Gladys Perilla Kozlin, Jo Sinopoli Armsbury, Rose Olszewski Powers, 
Laura Handler Doshi, Monica Rydzinski, Maryann Hundorfer Bobel 
Row 3: Julie Hedrich Gyamarthy, Jeanne Cecchin Fec, Ellen Martinez Ostrowski, Mary Kane McAuslan, Judy Lechert Fudala, Charlene Scro Mar-
tin, Terry Wolf Sweeney, Linda Green Hrobsky, Lyn Estok Dineen, Kay Poloway Heibesen, Maureen Udrow Seng, Ann Holmes-Deforge, Donna 
Arreguin Collins 
Row 4:  Kathleen Kost Benages, Vicky Zickenheiner, Evelyn Engart, Eileen Fredettte Brown, Linda Burgess Herir, Kathleen O’Connor Casey, 
Mary Kay Lis Moersch, Pam Frendreis, Nancy Kosikoski Doherty 
Row 5:  Alice Babicz Schranz, Juliann Neurauter  Rose, Donna Wozny Swanson,  Diane Laskiewicz Markowski, Pat Durkin Byrne George, Pat 
Kelly Silke, Mare Nachman 
Top Row:  Elizabeth Streitmatter Winet, Nancy Miceli, Donna Sroka Deitz, Karen Kain Lewandowski, Candy Sawyer Anderson, Laura Marek 
Bedini, Maureen McEnerney, Carol Rose Welton, Lisa Waldman Pometta, Marianne Tuchscherer Hardine, Eileen Woods Pheiffer, Jackie Trybula 
Rasmussen, Caryn Olofson Szejka, Mary Lou Bukar Pierce, Connie Doherty Hickey. 
Missing from the photo:  Veronica Lowe Tharpe, Nancy Olson Mannion, Liz Rizer Torresso. 
 
Lisa Waldmann Pometta—”Absolutely great friends that I am still friends with to this day.  We even travel together!” 
 
Therese Wolf Sweeney—”Alvernia years were some of the best days of my life (aside from my husband, 2 sons and 2 
grandchildren).  I received a fabulous education in a Christian environment.  50 years later it is the best.” 
 
Donna Wozny Swanson—”Met the best friends of my life!” 
 
Maria Fonsceca Durbin—”I have had many adventures in my life, none of them in common with traditional Catholic 
expectations of motherhood and home making.  I hope all of you have found fulfillment in your paths, as I found satis-
faction in mine.  God bless you.” 
 
Marie Nachman—”So lovely to see so many classmates and to hear from others while planning the reunion.  We have 
all had such different lives and still enjoy coming together.  The talents in the Class of ‘73 alone are stunning.  Seeing all 
the directions we’ve gone is proof  that Alvernia did right by us.  We had the space we needed to explore who we are and 
what our talents might be and  the courage to change course when the reality of our changing world and personal losses 
crashed up against us.  As long as we are around, Alvernia is Alive.” 
       13 
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          Prize Donors 
 
Barbara Stefan Annoreno 60 
Cathy Biedron Eckart 60 
Jackie Brennan 63 
Joanne Wydra Kalkirtz 64 
Mary Grimes 65 
Lois Weiler DeFelice 68 
Pat Grimes 69 
Class of 73 
Nancy Kosikowski Doherty 73 
Marianne Tuchscherer Hardine 
73 
Mary Kay Lis Moersch 73 
Sandra Wilson (Guest) 

We apologize if your 
name is omitted in the 
listings. 
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ALUMNAE 
Lorraine Guion Trestrail ‘39 
Harriet Runge Waldschmidt ‘42 (2019) 
Elizabeath Dalton Satriano ‘44 
Jeanne Schorn Kraemer ‘45 
Loretta Paradis Kaltz ‘45 
Constance Ringesen Renno ‘47 
Marilyn Martin Blazek ‘49 
Priscilla Warner Dohrmann ‘49 
Mary Jo Doody Hyde ‘49 
Rita Cotter Lis ‘49 
Jacqueline Smith Rowan ‘49 
Frances Krok Borta ‘51 
Nancy McCutcheon Grizzi ‘51 
Mary Ann Kapolnek Cerny ‘52 
Alice Misiuda Molick ‘52 
Corrine Snow ‘52 
Joan Lesperance Szatkowski ‘52 
Bonnie Smith Pollock ‘53 
Patricia Kubistal ‘55 
Joanne Trebat Manshreck ‘55 
Katherine Schuh Sindelar ‘55 
Arlene Paster Vander Velpen ‘55 
Jacqueline Kelly Heine ‘56 (2019) 
Barbara Haugen Pulignani ‘56 
Marlene Bauer Jurcyzkowski ‘56 
Frances Hart ‘56 
Barbara Hueser Helmick ‘57 
Claudia Lukas Prete ‘58 
Barbara Wleklinski Sodin ‘58 (2020) 
Kathleen Giroux Zahn ‘59 
Marilynne Mattick Carlson ‘60 
Judith Marshall Coakley ‘60 
Frances Specialle Fleck ‘60 
Winifred Cunningham Kulaga ‘60 (2020) 
Diane Sobczak Drew ‘60 
Madeline Dexter ‘61 
Tina (Augusta) Romano Calderone ‘61 
Shirley Semchson Adams ‘61 
Mary Boecher Tessaro ‘61 
Barbara Joeffrey Kofshur ‘62 
Marilyn Switall Johansen ‘62 
Barbara Benza DeLay ‘63 (2022) 
Bernadette Dworzak Hennig ‘63 
Ann Marie Miller Mau ‘64 
Mairen (Maureen) Kelly ‘66 
Judi Cacioppo Ryan ‘66 
Judy Ann Farr ‘67 
Constance Snelling Halachoulis ‘68 
Karen Stralow Belmonte ‘69 
Cynthia Owczarski Gronn’70 
Katherine Hart Peterson ‘72 
Jacquelyn Peters Collins ‘73 (2022) 
Patricia McElligott ‘76 
Sandra McDonald ‘77 
Judy Frederickson ‘80 
Anne Goudanis ‘83 
 
HUSBAND OF 
Frances Cibula Clark ‘47 
Late Jacqueline Kelly Heine ‘56 
Loretta Wasmund Gagliardi ‘58 
Late Michaelene Jendy Plier ‘60 
Janet Kraemer Hansen ‘61 
Marilyn Januchowski Neale ‘63 
Mary Lou Grimes Riddlebarger ‘63 

Lola Cortesi Marlovits ‘66 
Maureen Derrig Hunter ‘67 
Patricia Moore Dondalski ‘69 
Patricia Rosch Santiemmo ‘71 
Rosanne Salvato Radicke ‘75 
Kristine Oman Thornton ‘76 
 
MOTHER OF 
Kathleen Edens ‘68 
Patricia Moore Dondalski ‘69 
Eileen Moore Oleksy ‘71 
Cindy Wozny ‘71 
Mary Kay Lis Moersch ‘73 
Late Anna Heyza ‘80 
Helen Heyza Polo ‘81 
Maria Velazquez ‘83 
Regina Guy Baran ‘89 
JoAnn Pellettiere Luke, Faculty 
 
FATHER IN LAW OF 
Judy Kordik Deck ‘77 
 
SISTER OF 
Late Patricia Warner Kinkead ‘43 
Sister Joan Kaepplinger OSF ‘47 
Late Jacqueline Smith Rowan ‘49 
Gloria Snow Hesly ‘51 
Valeria Dalton Taylor ‘52 
Late Barbara Schuh Witchek ‘53 
Mary Lou Miller Traxler ‘55 
Natalie Dexter ‘58 
Barbara Miller Matossa ‘58 
Patricia Owczarski Hedlund ‘59 
Sister Donna Cirone ‘60 
Carol Kubistal Aiken ‘63 
Camille Owczarski Bachochin ‘63 
Patti Boecher Kanjee ‘63 
Joan Farr Garbacz ‘65 
Joanne Dalton ‘66 
Kathleen Lesperance Hickman ‘67 
Deborah Joeffrey Sobieszczyk ‘68 
Nancy Schmidt Squiller ‘70 
Sharon McDonald Danielczyk ‘73 
Denise Cicchino ‘77 
Joanie McElligott ‘79 
Janet Frederickson Sedlacek ‘87 
 
SISTER IN LAW OF 
Late Sister Mary Irene Deger ‘38 
Eloise Kiebba Vondruska ‘68 
Gail Gronn Cates ‘72 
Marie Gronn ‘76 
 
BROTHER OF 
Late Margaret Grealish Mathes  ‘54 
Kathleen Cain Engel ‘60 
Mary Jo Grealish Albert ‘63 
Joy Gallet Speciale ‘65 
Cindy Wozny ‘71 
Barbara Lobello Ruccia ‘66 
Marie Nachman ‘73  
Tomyann Ellquist Guenther ‘73 
Margaret Mieszala Cigrang ‘74 
 
 

Christine Tokarz Passalaqua ‘77 
Julie Tobiaski Huston ‘81 
Aimee Vazquez Simpson, Faculty 
 
BROTHER IN LAW OF 
Sister Barbara Kraemer ‘59 
Jacqueline Kraemer Hesser ‘61 
Judith Jagiello Kloss ‘62 
Nancy Derrig ‘68 
Eileen Moore Oleksy ‘71 
Diane Ucha Lentine ‘71 
Nancy Quaries Steward ‘71 
Terese Jasinski Novak ‘75 
Antionette Salvato Pinto ‘76 
 
DAUGHTER OF 
Late Betty Rokel Fain ‘52 
Suzanne Horvath Witz ‘67 
Debbie Waytula Conway ‘76 
 
DAUGHTER IN LAW OF 
Mary O’Brien Ernquist ‘74 
 
GRANDDAUGHTER OF 
Sue Immel Casey ‘58 
 
SON OF 
Late Marjorie Krieger Levar ‘46 
Arleene Jaworski McTague ‘51 
Georgiana Schutz Glennon ‘53 
Karen Mahoney Kreher ‘59 
 
SON IN LAW OF 
Vivian Tigera Fernandez ‘76 
 
NIECE OF 
Terri Rokel Leverett ‘61 
Linda Balas Schmalz ‘64 
Karen Balas Novotny ‘70 
 
GRANDNIECE OF 
Christine Immel Scherb ‘63 
 
NEPHEW OF  
JoAnn Gagliardo Butler ‘65 
 
UNCLE OF 
Rachel Duebner Bodzioch ‘68 
 
 
COUSIN OF 
Judith Jagiello Kloss ‘62 
Patti Vanderhoof Beeson ‘67 
 
 
Please send information about deceased 
alumnae/ family to Barbara Annoreno-
oneronna@comcast.net.  Be sure to in-
clude class year & maiden name, if ap-
plicable, and also any siblings that grad-
uated from Alvernia with maiden/
married name and class year. 
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MEMORIALS & DONATIONS 
 
In Memory of Joan Theis ‘47 a donation of $50.00 by Mr. & 
Mrs. Joseph Camarda 
 
In Memory of Joan Theis ‘47 a donation of $50.00 by Salvatore 
Camarda & Sheila Alvarez 
 
In HONOR of Rose Mary Spreitzer a donation of $25.00 by 
Joan Sikorski Muehlfelder ‘51 
 
In Memory of Nancy McCutcheon Grizzi ‘51, a donation of 
$100.00 by Ann Kerrigan Tuohy, Jackie Huening Gibbons,  Ar-
lene Jawarski McTague, Delores Sesenick Smagatz, Jean Yost, 
Ann Varsolona, Mary Zelenka, all ‘51 
 
In Memory of Ellen Guse Partridge ‘52, a donation of $100.00 
by Charles Partridge 
 
In Memory of  Carole Plash Williams ‘54, a donation of 
$100.00 by Arlene Plash Muench ‘52 
 
In Memory of  my Husband, Frank Gordon, a donation of 
$100.00 by Kathleen Maloney Gordon ‘53 
 
In Memory of Patricia McDermott ‘59, a donation of $100.00 
by Mary McDermott Brown ‘58 
 
In Memory of Mother, Claudia Lukas Prete ‘58, a donation of 
$40.00 by Melissa Prete 
 
In Memory of Leroy Plier, husband of the Late Michalene Jendy 
Plier ‘60, a donation of $50.00 by Joan Gielarowski DuBrock ‘60 
 
In Memory of Michele Wapole Skowron ‘60, a donation of 
$100.00 by Diane Jenkinson Gavin ‘60 
 
In Memory of Shurland McKenie Zapka ‘60 a donation of 
$25.00 by Patricia Murphy Bielick ‘60 
 
In Memory of Rev. Msgr Robert F. Trisco, a donation of 
$100.00 by Bernadette Brown Rieman ‘60 
 
In Memory of Francis Specialle Fleck ‘60, a donation of $50.00 
by Patricia Murrin Miller ‘60 
 
In Memory of Pamela Nagel Raca ‘63, a donation of $50.00 by 
Nancy Nagel Coughlin ‘62 
 
In Memory of Jack & Linda Scott McMicken ‘63 & Parents, 
Bill & Catherine Aiken, a donation of $100.00 by Marianne 
Aiken ‘63 
 
In Memory of  my Parents, a donation of $40.00 by Nancy Do-
brocki Piestrup ‘64 
 
In Memory of Judy Cacioppe Ryan ‘66 a donation of $150.00  
by Virginia Dever Kersey ‘66 
 
In Memory of  Frank Marlovitz, a donation of $100.00 by Lola 
Cortesi Marlovitz ‘66 
 
In Memory of Marian & Michael Parise, Joan Stroner & Pat 
Berg ‘66, a donation of $100.00 by Michelle Spanos ‘66 
 
 

In Memory of the Deceased Members of the Rocchi, Ritter, 
Giovannetti & Michelini Families.  In HONOR of Daughter 
Diana, Granddaughter Raquel and Daughter Adrienne, a 
donation of $700.00 by Sandra Rocchi Ritter ‘67 
 
In Memory of my Mother & two Aunts, all Alvernia Alums in 
the ‘30s, a donation of $100.00 by Mary Ann Zandrow Lillich 
‘68 
 
In Memory of my Mother, Stephanie Koch Paulding ‘48 on her 
75th Anniversary of Graduation, a donation of $75.00  
by Christine Paulding ‘68 
 
In Memory of my wife, Cynthia Owczarski Gronn ‘70 a dona-
tion of $200.00 by Frank Gronn 
 
In Memory of Aunt, Sister Bernada Handrup ‘46, Cousins-
Sister Virginia Handrup and Sister Regina Marie Maibusch, 
a donation  of $500.00 by Mary Ann Goecke Wharton Collado 
‘73 
 
In HONOR of the Class of ‘73 a donation of $700.00 by the 
Class of ‘73 
 
In Memory of my Mother, Rita Cotter Lis ‘49, a donation of 
$50.00 by Mary Kay Lis Moersch ‘73 
 
In Memory of Loreto & Rosalie LoBosco a donation of $50.00 
by Antonette Lobosco ‘77 
 
In Memory of Judy Fredrickson, a donation of $25.00 by Sharl 
Richard Ludwig ‘80 
 
In Memory of Patricia McElliot ‘76 a donation of $50.00 by 
Jean Draniczarek ‘81 
 
In Memory of Tommica Foster Akins ‘81 a donation of $300.00 
by Michelle Norwood Akers ‘81, Silvia Kovacs Langan ‘81, Julie 
Tobiaski Huston ‘81, Jeanine Marie Herzeg ‘81, Mary Beeze ‘81, 
Karen Skrzypczynski  ‘81, Liz Bigwood ‘81, Lori Keeney Perez 
‘81 
 
In Memory of Mary Small ‘62 a donation of $50.00 by Jean 
Draniczarek ‘81 
 

******************************** 
Donations to Retirement Fund,  SSSF Ministries  

and Alumnae Association 
 
Total of $4087.57 donated by the following: 
 
Class of 1963                                    $1574.57 
Marie Roach Cowhey ‘48 
Maryann Michels ‘54 
Mary Maguire Hafertepe ‘55 
Donna Siuda McConnel ‘58 
Mary Louise Blais Rogers ‘58 
Rita McDonnell Doherty ‘58 
Mary Kay Severa Merkle ‘58 
Virginia Totcke Hebert ‘58 
Barbara Silc Furlong ‘58 
Diane Niederer Seibert ‘58 
Kathy Faloon Kinahan ‘58 
Carolyn Rice Kesick ‘58 
Barbara Panek Campbell ‘58 
Grace Jarka ‘58                                         Continued page 17 
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Donna Siuda McConnell ‘58 
Dolores Kelly ‘48 
Arlene Swietek Menolascino ‘58 
Susanne Witt Donaldson ‘59 

Sharon Werling ‘64 
Shirley Siok Rosiak ‘64 
Maureen McClowry Murphy ‘67 
Debbie Zwierzyna Cravatta ‘71                        

SNIPPETS 
 
Marie Roach Cowhey ‘48, Chicago, IL  Honored and delighted to see the excerpts from  the column ‘The Good 
Earth and Mustard Seed’ in the old Alvernia Insight reprinted in the Summer-Fall 2023 issue  of Alvernia Alive! Had 
not thought about it in years but never forgot the experience of working on the paper.  Thank you for giving me such 
an unexpected delight! 
 
Mary Alice Vogt George ‘53, Denver CO Thank you and your wonderful helpers for a great reunion experience.  
The luncheon and place were tops.  I made my 60th reunion in the former place.  Was disappointed in the attendance 
for my 70th.  I think the other five classmates are there every year so in a way I was an outsider but that didn’t make 
any difference. I know without the dedicated help of many volunteers this wouldn’t be possible.  Thank you. 
 
Pat Kimberley ‘55  “Hoping many classmates will come to this year’s luncheon so that they can give their input for 
our 70th reunion in 2025.” 
 
Rose Bilka Pecaro ‘56, I enjoy reading the Bulletin about my classmates and all the others years’ accomplishments. 
Miss Chicago and my family, old haunts, favorite places to eat or shows to enjoy. 
 
Janet Borghesi Starr ‘65 Happy New Year!  I found this and think it’s a wonderful reason to attend our annual 
luncheon….”to brag freely about children and grandchildren..to laugh loudly over shared memories (especially our 
Alvernia days!) to relax completely in conversation”.  These are some of the gifts to experience at the luncheon! 
 
Mary Grimes, ‘65  I was reminiscing with friends about our days at Alvernia and the many life lessons we learned 
from our Sisters.  Afterwards though, I recalled one unexpected life lesson learned and used effectively in my later 
work years.   
 
At Alvernia, we had an elderly Sister who, when leaving the class unattended, would point out she was leaving us “on 
our honor” but  would then say ‘remember ladies, God protects drunks, beggars and fools.’  Years later, when I would 
find myself giving staff permission for something when I had expressed serious reservations, I would find myself say-
ing, ‘well, okay if you still want to.  BUT REMEMBER, God protects drunks, beggars and fools!’  And yes,  it really 
did work1  If things were going south, they were sure on the case fixing it, before I even heard about it! 
 
DID YOU KNOW?   Sister Paulanne Held, a School Sister of St. Franicis, has served at Our Lady of Perpetual 
Help in Glenview, IL for more than 60 years, her entire religious life! Sister Paulanne was honored in 2022 when the 
parish celebrated the 40th anniversary of the official beginning of the Sharing Ministry.  The parish was already serv-
ing the needy from the early 70’s at the urging of then pastor Father Myles McDonnell.  Often you will see “Sister 
Paulanne’s Needy Family Fund” as a destination for donations as a memorial.  She spends her life saying, “How can I 
help more people?” (The full article was published in the June 18, 2023 Chicago Catholic Newspaper).   

 
                          ALVERNIA ALUMNAE MEMORIAL MASS AND RECEPTION 

 
                           Sunday, May 19, 2024, 3pm 

                           Mary Seat of Wisdom Church 
                      920 Granville 

                      Park Ridge, IL 60068 
 

Many will be happy to see that we are resuming the Memorial Mass.  Kathleen Finerty Pater and Pat Kimberley, both 
Class of ‘55 were instrumental in making the arrangements.  It will be a simple reception of coffee/tea and cake.  No 
one need bring anything for this hospitality.  Our presider will be Father Ron Kalis. 
 
Please mark your calendar and join us as we remember and pray for our deceased alumnae and faculty. 
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ALVERNIA ALUMNAE ASSOCIATION 
C/O SCHOOL SISTERS OF ST. FRANCIS 
P.O. Box 568 
Mount Prospect, IL 60056 
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Fiddler On The Roof 

Drury Lane OakBrook 
Thursday, March 14, 2024 

 
Celebrate 150 Years Of Ministry 

School Sisters of St. Francis 
April 28, 2024 

St. Joseph Chapel, 1:30 Mass 
 

Memorial Mass 
Sunday, May 19, 2024 

Mary, Seat of Wisdom Cnurch 
 

30th Annual Alvernia Alumnae Luncheon 
Sunday, October 13, 2024 

The Cotillion Banquets 
Diamonds & Denim 

 
Visit our website: 

www.alverniaalumnae.org 
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